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Shipping corpses. — An application has been made to one of the steam- 
ship agencies here to ship the body of a man who died of yellow fever 
here two years ago for New York. What am I to do in such cases, as 
I do not believe the caskets here are ever hermetically sealed? 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected or 
received bills of health from this office : May 6, ship Alexander Gates, 
British, for Sapelo Sound, Ga. ; May 8, steamship Galileo, Belgian, for 
New York ; steamship Delcomyn, British, for New York, and ship Nile, 
British, for New York. May 9, steamship Sprott, German, for New 
York, and bark Giuseppina, Italian, for Pensacola, Fla. May 12, steam- 
ship Langoc, British, for Tampa, Fla. 

Bespectfully, yours, B. Cleary, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, JJ. S. M. S. S. 

Report on the prevalence of yellow fever in Bio de Janeiro since 1849. 

Bio de Janeiro, April 24, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated March 16, 1896. 

The report alluded to, which was not received, was a condensed history 
of the health of Bio de Janeiro, from 1835 to the end of 1892, and of 
course included that of yellow fever, which disease never appeared in 
this town until 1849. 

The following is modified from that report, with such additions as may 
be necessary to complete the information up to date : 

History of yellow fever in Bio de Janeiro. — Yellow fever made its first 
appearance in Bio de Janeiro in the last days of the month of Decem- 
ber, 1849, having been brought by an American ship to Bahia, and 
thence to this port. Being a new and almost unknown disease, it 
rapidly extended itself amongst the shipping and throughout the town, 
and as it found a favorable soil for its propagation, it made many victims 
and became almost endemic in the place, whose population at that time 
was, more or less, 200,000. It made 4,160 victims in the year 1850, its 
propagation being favored by the situation of the town on the low, flat 
margins of an immense bay, fed with fresh marsh water, and with only 
one small outlet, so that it is safe to say that thousands of acres of sur- 
face have stagnant water; and at that time modern sanitary science 
was not as well understood as at present. Besides, there was no drainage 
system, nor any method to get rid of garbage and fecal matter, except by 
carrying it in carts and on the heads of negroes to the beach of the bay, 
where it was cast ' into the water to powerfully aid in increasing the 
putrescent matter already contained in the still waters which almost 
surround the town. Under such circumstances it at once obtained a 
fixed status. 

In 1851 there were 471 deaths from the disease, and in 1852 there 
were 1,943. I have no information for the years 1853 and 1854, but 
from 1855 to 1859 there were 2,725 deaths. In 1860 there were 1,236 
deaths ; in 1861, 247 ; in 1862, 12 deaths ; in 1863, 15, and to the end of 
1868 there were no more cases reported. 

This immunity may, perhaps, be attributed to the great system of 
drainage commenced soon after 1860 ; but at the commencement of these 
works they doubtless contributed to the extension of the disease by 
opening up the streets in every direction, but as soon as they could carry 
off immense amounts of deleterious matter a better condition ensued. 
Now, after many years, the works are considered inefficacious, if not 
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positively deleterious, as the pipes and galleries are made of very porous 
materials and admit of the escape of poisonous matter sufficient to con- 
taminate the subsoil, and as street excavations are constantly being 
made, exhalations from this poisoned earth are of daily occurrence. 
Says a highly respectable and competent hygienist on this subject : 

"It was at this time that the subterraneous drainage works were com- 
menced, a colossal work and destined to produce good future results ; 
but because of the great carelessness displayed in the beginning and the 
bad quality of the materials used, highly competent Brazilian hygienists 
attribute to the drainage system the perpetuation of yellow fever by 
means of the exudations from the pipes into the subsoil of the town, but 
it is without doubt true that the new works caused the complete extinc- 
tion of the disease until 1868." — (Dr. Aureliano Portugro.) 

In the year 1868 it is believed that the disease was reimported (and 
by another American ship), and up to the end of 1869 there were 293 
deaths from yellow fever. 

From 1870 to 1874 yellow fever killed 5,922 persons; in 1873 alone 
there were 3,659 deaths. 

From 1875 to 1879 the disease increased in intensity and killed 7,218 
victims, including the great epidemic of 1876, in which year 3,476 
persons died from this fell disease. 

From 1880 to 1889 there were 9,563 deaths from yellow fever. In 
1890 there were only 719 deaths, whilst 1891 had 4,454 victims and 1892 
4,312. At this time the population was estimated at 566,800, and the 
death rate was 33.5 per 1,000. 

In 1893 the disease victimized only 742, whilst in 1894, 4,715 died of 
the disease, the greatest number yet in any one year, due perhaps to 
the fact of the town being blockaded and the garbage not having a free 
exit. In 1895 the number fell again to 818. In the present year of 
1896 we have another epidemic, but it will not be as great as in several 
of the former years. 

The above is a sad picture, and I hope something may be done toward 
stamping out the pest, or at least for its amelioration, but- 1 doubt it, 
for every year, after the evil is done, the newspapers, the authorities, 
everybody, cry out against the bad sanitary and quarantine arrange- 
ments, and threaten to bring about great reforms, but as yet no real 
great improvement has been effected, and the evil remains without 
remedy. 

More effective drainage, more effective disinfection, more effective 
isolation, better habitations for the lowest class, a better supply of 
filtered water, and cleaner streets are all absolutely necessary. 

Eespectfully, yours, E. Clear y, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

CUBA. 
Sanitary report of Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, June 6, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that, notwithstanding the hot, 
rainy weather which is now prevailing here, yellow fever is still almost 
entirely confined to the Spanish troops, there having been 9 deaths 
among them from that disease in the military hospital during the last 
week and none anywhere else in the city. 

Smallpox still exists here to a considerable extent, as also in many 



